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which will be of use to him, such as crops or homestead etc., from
falling into his hands even if this means sacrificing my life. May
I request you to clarify this subject because it is of vital 'importance
that people should know how they should offer non-violent resis-
tance to the invader?"

Surely the meaning is plain. There is no bravery in my
poisoning my well or filling it in so that my brother who
is at war with me may not use the water. Let us assume
that I am fighting him in the orthodox manner. Nor is there
sacrifice in it, for it does not purify me, and sacrifice, as its
root meaning implies, presupposes purity. Such destruction
may be likened to cutting one's noge to spite one's face.
Warriors of old had wholesome laws of war. Among the
excluded things were poisoning wells and destroying food
crops. But I do claim that there are bravery $nd sacrifice
in my leaving my wells, crops and homestead intact, bra-
very in that I deliberately run the risk of the enemy feeding
himself at my expense and pursuing me, and sacrifice in
that the sentiment of leaving something for the enemy
purifies and ennobles me.

My questioner has missed the conditional expression
"if I must". I have imagined a state of things in which I
am not prepared just now to die and therefore I want to
retreat in an orderly manner in the hope of resisting under
other and better auspices. The thing to consider here is not
resistance but non-destruction of food crops and the like.
Resistance, violent or non-violent, has to be well thought
out. Thoughtless resistance will be regarded as bravado
in military parlance, and violence or folly in the language
of non-violence. Retreat itself is often a plan of resistance
and may be a precursor of great bravery and sacrifice. Every
retreat is not cowardice which implies fear to die. Of course
a brave man would more often clie in violently or non-vio-
lently resisting the aggressor in the latter's attempt to oust
him from his property, but he will be no less brave if wisdom
dictates present retreat.
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